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CONFIDENTIAL SOFIA 1931 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, TSPA, BU, EEWT, OVIP (POPOV, IVAN) 

SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL COMMUNICATIONS WITH CHAIRMAN ZHIVKOV. 
REF: A) STATE 231580; B) STATE 231617 

1. WE HAVE TWO TELEGRAMS ABOUT PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGES. REF A 
SAYS PRESIDENT WILL BE ASKED TO SIGN A LETTER TO CHAIRMAN 
ZHIVKOV WHEN I REPORT THAT BULGARIANS HAVE WORKED OUT THEIR 
DISPLAY ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE MOON ROCK. THIS IS FINE. 

REF B RELATES TO A COMMUNICATION FROM CHAIRMAN ZHIVKOV TO 
PRESIDENT FORD ABOUT "POSITIVE DEVELOPMENT OF RELATIONS BE- 
TWEEN OUR TWO COUNTRIES'" AND INVITING THE PRESIDENT TO VISIT 
BULGARIA. IT WOULD BE MOST HELPFUL FOR OUR WORKING RELATIONS 
IF AN EARLY RESPONSE COULD BE GIVEN TO THAT MESSAGE FROM 
THE BULGARIAN HEAD OF STATE. 

2. OF COURSE I DO NOT RPT NOT RECOMMEND THAT THE PRESI- 
DENT ACCEPT ZHIVKOV S INVITATION TO COME TO BULGARIA. 

INSTEAD, HIS RESPONSE MIGHT CONTAIN THESE ELEMENTS: (A) EX- 
PRESSION OF SATISFACTION THAT RELATIONS WITH BULGARIA ARE 
DEVELOPING IN A CONSTRUCTIVE AND MUTUALLY BENEFICIAL 
MANNER; (B) PLEASURE AT RECENT VISIT TO US BY VICE 
PREMIER AND POLITBURO MEMBER IVAN POPOV; (C) REGRET 
THAT IT WAS NOT POSSIBLE FOR POPOV TO DELIVER ZHIVKOV'S 
LETTER PERSONALLY; (D) APPRECIATION FOR ZHIVKOV'S 
INVITATION AND ASSURANCE THAT IT WILL BE BORNE IN 

MIND IN CONNECTION WITH ANY VISIT BY THE PRESIDENT 
TO THIS AREA. 
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